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TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 

PLANNING BOARD 

WORK SESSION   

PLYMOUTH TOWN HALL 

PLYMOUTH, NH  03264 

 

APRIL 5, 2018 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:          Rebecca Hanson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call of members 

was completed.  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:       Rebecca Hanson (Chair), Chris Buckley (Vice Chair),  

Bridget Powers (Non-Recording Secretary), Jack Scarborough, Bonnie Sears, Maryann Barnsley, Steve 

Whitman (Alternate), Bill Bolton 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Brian Murphy, Land Use & Planning Director  

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES:  

• March 15, 2018 Work Session Minutes:  

Jack Scarborough made a motion to accept the minutes as amended; seconded by Chris Buckley All in 

favor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS UNRELATED TO THE AGENDA:  None 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

• Continuing work on edits and layout of Master Plan: 

1. Rebecca Hanson stated she doesn’t have updated versions of formatting and graphic layout of the 

Master Plan itself. She asked for any comments or edits for Vol. II, chapter 1. 

2. Steve Whitman announced that Poli is working on formatting the Land Use section. Chris 

Buckley has additions to make. Steve needs to get the most recent version of the Implementation 

section to Poli. 

3. Implementation Chapter, Section B, National Heritage Goal # 8 and #9 need to add a few edits 

from the Energy Commission. With these edits it is o.k. to proceed. 

4. Under Infrastructure, more input from the Energy Commission is needed and Town 

Administration needs to be added. The Energy Commission will be added as a responsible party. 

• PSU students introduced themselves and stated what they contributed to and where they got their 

information. 

• Rebecca Hanson asked for feedback on the Plymouth Data Book. 

1. It was noted that this is more reference material. 

2. The Board felt the planning considerations were redundant and will be deleted. 
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3. Steve Whitman stated that a digital document with tracked changes would be best to use for this 

project. 

4. Rebecca Hanson noted inconsistency with the fonts used. Times New Roman 12 seems to be a 

favorite. 

5. Page numbers would be very helpful. 

6. Noted was the term “Census” used incorrectly instead of American Community Surveys. 

7. The use of bullet points might break the text up a little better, so it doesn’t look so choppy. 

8. Rebecca stated that she should have started off this discussion by saying “Thank you, this is 

awesome”! She appreciates all the work the students are doing. 

9. Chris Buckley commented that some graphs in chapters 2 and 3 need a key or legend inserted. 

The graphs need to be looked over. 

10. Bridget Powers commented that in the Arts and Recreation section “Walk about Wednesday” 

was referred to as a PSU activity. It is actually a community activity. Bridget graciously 

volunteered to oversee, or drive the process for this section. 

11. Bill Bolton noted that under properties of Plymouth, 9 cemeteries were mentioned. There are 13. 

Other properties not mentioned were the Skate board Park and Tenney Mountain Conservation 

Easement, to name a few. 

 

• Rebecca Hanson stated that we need to turn this around as quickly as possible (within a week). All edits 

will build on one another’s changes in order to track it. 

• Steve Whitman mentioned that there is only a little bit of updating in sections 2 and 3 of the Data Book. 

• As Rebecca Hanson tackles Chapter 1, she will make more comments than edits, enabling the students 

to handle the edits. She kindly offered to make a chart showing people, what section they are to edit, and 

the name of the person to review that section next. Rebecca stressed again, that this has to get back to 

the students within a week. 

• Rebecca Hanson profusely apologizes if she has made a mess. She said she was sorry and would edit 

everything if it’s a mess. 

• Bill Bolton chimed in: “Let’s make it a mess”. The Board was amused with this idea. 

• Rebecca assured everyone that in her next email she will definitely have a system which summarizes the 

work each person promised to do. 

 

Other comments/ questions: 

1. Chris Buckley wanted to know if Plymouth was officially a member of North Country Council. Bill 

Bolton responded that we are at this time and it will stay as it is. A “Thank You” on behalf of the Board 

was conveyed to the PSU students. 

2. Brian Murphy asked if our helpers were referenced in the acknowledgements for the Master Plan. 

3. Bill Bolton confirmed that the name of the class and Poli would be acknowledged. Poli has spent a lot of 

time volunteering on this project. They will be included on the Thank you page.  

4. Steve Whitman proclaimed that the students are getting a deeper perspective of Plymouth and the 

complexity of the Town. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Brian Murphy needs clarification of an “Air B’n’B” in light of the definitions in the Zoning Ordinance 

as it applies to Zonal uses. A print out is provided to the Board. He wants the Board to think of whether this 

type of occupation will have an effect in the community. Perhaps the Board should think about this for the next 

amendment season. This type of business is becoming more popular. What is proposed is a small version of a 

hotel. It is not owner occupied and does not have kitchen facilities. Would it be a permitted use or change of 

use? It is located in the Village Commercial District. Members thought they should determine its use tonight. 

There are no residential abutters. 
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Rebecca Hanson felt more information and particulars were needed. The consensus of the Board was 

that a variance would be needed. There needs to be a separate provision for this so there won’t be any 

complaints. 

Rebecca Hanson stated that the Zoning Ordinance will need to be looked at. Perhaps a consultant could 

be used for a Zoning Ordinance overhaul. 

Brian Murphy wasn’t sure that many of the things brought forward in the last Master Plan made it into 

the Zoning Ordinance. 

Rebecca Hanson stated that moving forward, as we start to exit the work on the Master Plan, the work 

sessions should be used for the Board’s development. Topics may include:  

1. More information on site plan review. 

2. Start to work on strategic planning for the Board 

3. What will the Board work on for the upcoming year? 

4. How will the Board plan for what may happen coming up to warrant season? 

 

In Chris Buckley’s opinion, the Planning Board tends to be reactive, not proactive. The Board should 

work on getting a better understanding of the site plan review process and subdivision process. 

 

An announcement was made: John Randlett will be the BOS Representative for the Planning Board and 

Bill Bolton will be the Alternate for the year, but will be Lead BOS Representative for the Master Plan. 

UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS:  None 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   None  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Jack Scarborough made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Chris Buckley. All in favor.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The public is invited to attend all meetings of the Planning Board.  During official public hearings, the public is 

welcome to speak.  For other items the public may speak at the discretion of the chair/board.  Files on the 

applications and items above are available for inspection in the Planning Department in Town Hall, from 8:00 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  These applications and items are subject to change prior to final 

action.  Contact the Planning Department if you have questions or comments about these or any related matters 

or if you have a disability requiring special provisions for your participation at 536-1731 or you can e-mail the 

Town Planner, Brian Murphy at: bmurphy@plymouth-nh.org. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Roach 


