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TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 

PLANNING BOARD 

Public Hearing 

June 21, 2018 

 

Final 

 

 
 

   

 

CALL TO ORDER:          Rebecca Hanson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call of members 

was completed.  

MEMBERS PRESENT:       Rebecca Hanson (Chairman), Chris Buckley (Vice Chair / Conservation 

Commission Representative), Bonnie Sears, Jack Scarborough, Maryann Barnsley John Randlett (Selectmen’s 

Representative), Bridget Powers (Non-Recording Secretary), Steve Whitman (Alternate) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Bill Bolton (Selectmen’s Representative Alternate)   

OTHERS PRESENT: Brian Murphy, Land Use & Planning Director  

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES:  
1. June 7, 2018 Minutes:  

Jack Scarborough made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected and amended; seconded by Chris 

Buckley.  All in favor. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:  

• A question of (similarity of use) in the Village Commercial Zone, concerning a music/non-alcoholic 

night club venue and Virtual Reality venue. 

1) Brian Murphy explained that the applicant would like to open a Froyo (frozen yogurt) and virtual reality 

venue. The question presented is whether this would be considered indoor recreation, and whether this 

club is close enough to the club that had been there previously. 

2) Rebecca Hanson commented that the previous operator provided music, video games and pool tables. 

This was considered indoor recreation. 

3) Chris Buckley stated the abutting business owners brought up concerns with the previous venue. Chris’s 

opinion was that this venue would have less impact. 

4) Brian Murphy stated that it is recreating indoors through a different way and Rebecca Hanson 

concurred. 

5) Steve Whitman cautioned that this would have to be watched carefully to make sure it doesn’t turn into 

gaming or the viewing of unacceptable media, but felt that there would be no negative effect. 

6) Bridget Powers wanted to know what “Froyo” was. It was explained that it is frozen yogurt and her eyes 

lit up. 

7) Jack Scarborough wants more information. 

 

Rebecca Hanson read the definition of Indoor Recreation from our Zoning Ordinance. Activities include video 

games. The Board felt they need a better sense of use for clarification. They would like a site plan done. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  

Rebecca Hanson directed both applicants to present a brief overview of their proposal. The Board will 

vote on whether the application is complete or not, and then the applicant may present any other information 

that is appropriate, before opening the meeting for a public hearing. 

 

1.  Site Plan Approval on PID#108-028 - The Application will review a site plan for the construction of a 

paved parking area and related site improvements. This .8 acre parcel lies at the NW corner of Langdon 

and Cummings Streets in the Civic Institutional Zone. 

Mark McLoud of H.L. Turner Group, representing Speare Memorial Hospital, introduced Jeff Robbins from 

the hospital. Speare Hospital proposes to create a 98 space asphalt striped parking lot over the existing gravel 

one. Wetlands will not be affected. Lighting will be night sky friendly for security and there will be charging 

stations for electric cars. The lot will be gated with card access in and out. A swale and catch basin will installed 

for drainage. 

 

The Chair asked if there were questions on the completeness of the application: There were none.  

Jack Scarborough made a motion seconded by Bonnie Sears, to approve the application as complete. All in 

favor. 

 

Questions and answers from the Board: 

1. Chris Buckley asked if the woodland path from the hospital would be improved or lighted. This will be 

done by the hospital in another phase of this project. The lot itself will not be fenced so that people may 

pass through. 

2. Steve Whitman wanted to know where the lights would be placed. He was shown using a map. It was 

stated that there is a maintenance plan for the storm water treatment, included in the report. 

3. Jack Scarborough inquired that given the existing walkway, would a permit be required to cross the 

wetland with a new walkway? A permit will be needed. In the future, there will be a new crossing and 

alignment, and they will confer with DES on this matter. 

4. Bonnie Sears stated that it would look a lot better, if paved. 

 

6:54 PM Public Hearing is Opened: 

• Frank Miller spoke in favor of this proposal. He feels that on site employee parking is a key issue. It is 

the best use for the existing space. Going forward, the business will have a safe, secure, serviceable 

parking facility for the employees. 

6:56 PM Public Hearing is Closed: 

 

Questions and Comments: 

• Steve Whitman commenting as a non-voting member, stated that based on what Mark shared, he would 

like to see vegetative swales used for pre-treatment of water run-off. 

Bonnie Sears made a motion; seconded by Jack Scarborough, to approve this application.  All in favor. 

 

2.    Site Plan Approval on PID# 221-060 - The Application will review a site plan for an addition to a 

garage (Applicant’s business is currently a Home Occupation, auto repair, located in the existing garage 

of his residence) and site improvements on this 5 acre parcel located on Texas Hill Rd in the Agricultural 

Zone. 

This is a 30’ X 30’ addition to a garage. Owner, Dan King would like to add on so he will be able to service 

larger vehicles in his shop. The existing swales from the previous build won’t be disrupted. 

 

The Chair asked if there were questions on the completeness of the application: 
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• Chris Buckley had concerns with the check list on pg. 7. It was discussed that a site survey would not 

have to be done because a boundary line adjustment was just completed. As far as a timetable for the 

work to be done, it is dependent on the bank. 

John Randlett made a motion to accept this application as complete with the waiver of a site survey; 

seconded by Jack Scarborough. All in favor. 

 

7:07 PM Public Hearing is Open: 

• Frank Miller stated that this will be a great addition. 

7:08 PM Public Hearing is Closed: 

 

Questions and Comments: 

• Steve Whitman observed that the location of the well is within the newly paved area. It was explained 

that the well would be covered with a concrete tile, enabling it to be driven over. 

Bridget Powers made a motion; seconded by Bonnie Sears to approve this plan. All in favor. 

  

UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS:  

• Updates: 

1. Jack Scarborough stated that the Zoning Board will have more business in the future. 

2. John Randlett had nothing new from the Board of Selectmen. 

3. Chris Buckley stated that the Conservation Commission is re-routing some trails in the Walter 

Newton area.  

• Master Plan: Rebecca Hanson and Bill Bolton took Poli’s version of the InDesign document and 

miraculously imported it into a Word document. Now it just needs a little fine tuning. Thanks to Bill we 

can now sit down and go through this document in depth. It was noted that Bill left the font alone. 

1. Chris Buckley pointed out that 1000 homeless people were reported in our town, in the data 

book. 

2. It was noted that the acknowledgments will be placed at the end of the Master Plan, and Bonnie 

Sears will choose her favorite picture of the Common to be inserted into the Master Plan. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AT THE CHAIRMAN’S DISCRETION: None 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Chris Buckley made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Jack Scarborough. All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 

7:25 PM. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

The public is invited to attend all meetings of the Planning Board.  During official public hearings, the public is 

welcome to speak.  For other items the public may speak at the discretion of the chair/board.  Files on the 

applications and items above are available for inspection in the Planning Department in Town Hall, from 8:00 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.  These applications and items are subject to change prior to final 

action.  Contact the Planning Department if you have questions or comments about these or any related matters 

or if you have a disability requiring special provisions for your participation at 536-1731 or you can e-mail the 

Town Planner, Brian Murphy at: bmurphy@plymouth-nh.org. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Roach 


