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TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 

PLANNING BOARD 

Public Hearing 

August 16, 2018 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

CALL TO ORDER:          Rebecca Hanson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Roll call 

of members was completed.  She welcomed Mike Ahern. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:       Rebecca Hanson (Chairman), Chris Buckley (Vice Chair / 

Conservation Commission Representative), Bonnie Sears, Mike Ahern (Selectmen’s Alternate, 

Alternate Representative), Bridget Powers (Non-Recording Secretary), 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jack Scarborough, Bill Bolton, John Randlett, Steve Whitman, Maryann 

Baarnsley   

OTHERS PRESENT: Brian Murphy, Land Use & Planning Director  

 

REVIEW OF MINUTES:  

• August 2, 2018 Minutes:  

This was tabled until the next meeting. All in favor. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1) Application from David Sanborn, owner PID # 109-048 (61 Main St, Plymouth) for: 

Site Plan Approval on PID#109-048 - Change of Use -  from solely a restaurant occupation to 

brew pub, tasting room and restaurant. Change of Use will require interior alteration and no 

change to the building footprint. 

 

Should SPR approval be granted, the Applicant must obtain a Special Exception (to 

manufacture goods and services sold on premises in the VC Zone) from the ZBA. 

(Scheduling issues with property purchase placed this before the Planning Board prior to 

the ZBA) 

 David Sanborn gave a brief presentation of his planned indoor renovations. 

The Chair asked if there were questions on the completeness of the application: There were 

none. There was verification that a SE would be needed by the ZBA. 

Bridget Powers made a motion seconded by Bonnie Sears, to approve the application as 

complete. All in favor. 

 

The Chair asked if there were any other questions about the site plan.  
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Brian Murphy asked where the bathrooms were located. Mr. Sanborn showed where they were 

located on the sketch. It was explained that beer would be brewed at both locations that he owns. 

Beers are named after something that happened in Plymouth. This particular system is a smaller 

brew system. The brewing tanks are about 5 gallons. 

 

Public Hearing Opens 6:46 PM. 

Frank Miller spoke in favor of this approval. He feels it is a good use and likes the idea of 

keeping some of the history of Plymouth. He fully supports this. 

 

Public Hearing Closes 6:47 PM. 

 

Comments/Questions from the Board: 

1) Bridget Powers likes the intention to maintain historical significance of the 

building. Research will be done to figure out the date it was built. 

2) Rebecca Hanson reiterated that this approval is conditional with the ZBA 

approval for a special exception. 

 

Mike Ahern made a motion; seconded by Bonnie Sears to approve this site plan with the 

condition that it would not go forward unless a special exception from the Zoning Board is 

obtained. All in favor. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:   

Master Plan:                

1) Rebecca Hanson inquired if a signature page is needed. We need to figure out what 

should be on this page. The table of contents was kept simple. A note was made that the 

Plymouth Data Book, survey and workshop summaries and maps can be found on the 

Town of Plymouth’s website. Rebecca was able to keep the document to 70 pages. 

2) The Chair stated that she is fine with submitting a letter to the editor announcing the 

Master Plan and procured Chris Buckley’s expertise to create a summary. 

3) Rebecca will conduct a brief presentation on the Master Plan September 6, 2018. Topics 

of interest include: 

a. Vision chapter, what a Master Plan is and the work that has gone into it. 

b. What our vision is and a little bit of how we use this plan. 

c. We’ll highlight that this is not a regulatory document; it is something that is 

guiding the creation of a regulatory document, which will go through Town 

meeting to be approved. 

d. The “Data Book” will be introduced along with its implementation and then will 

be opened to the public. 

4) Brian Murphy suggested using the following Thursday, which is a non- scheduled 

meeting, to be used for a 2nd Public Hearing. 

5) The idea of a power point presentation was explored, but deemed unnecessary by the 

members. 

6) Regarding the Agricultural Zone in the Implementation Chapter, each Board member will 

be responsible for a section for review. 

The sentiment of the Board is that Rebecca has done very good work!!                  

OTHER BUSINESS: 
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1) Request for support of a TAP (Sidewalk improvements) grant:  Signatures of the Board 

members are needed in support of this grant. Bridget Powers made a motion; seconded by 

Chris Buckley, to sign this grant application. All in favor. 

2) Update on Girard vs. Town of Plymouth:  Brian Murphy informed the Board that 

Reconsideration was denied, and it was noted that there is a 30 day appeal period starting 

8/8/2018.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 Frank Miller commented that the origins of special exception came from RSA 47:17 – 

Duties and responsibilities of the Selectmen. In 1961 the Planning Board was established in our 

Zoning Ordinance. They transferred some of those specifics of the list of things that the 

Selectmen would normally take care of, to the Zoning Board and Planning Board. Because the 

Boards would be focused on those issues that were in that list the safety and welfare of the 

community is ensured. Part of that is what we do in certain areas and how we do it.  

 In his opinion, over the years we have come up with fire codes, life safety codes, 

international building codes, that addressed the technical elements that we do. Some wording in 

our zoning now comes from that product of duties and responsibilities from 50 or 60 years ago. 

In today’s world, some of it doesn’t make sense. Back then, we didn’t have all our expertise 

through all the various codes and standards we have now. We didn’t have the interstate, which 

changed the flavor of the community. Plymouth was the gateway to the mountains. Now the 

gateway is gone. We need to reevaluate not only our design philosophy of planning and land use 

but also the codes and standards that we use to apply them.  

  

ADJOURNMENT: 

Chris Buckley made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Bridget Powers. All in favor.  Meeting 

adjourned at 7:37 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dawn Roach 


